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garner the recognition these young
men deserved for the sacrifices they
made responding to this unfortunate
disaster.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to
stand with me and join me for a mo-
ment of silence to honor the life and
legacy of Nolan Watson, a hero who de-
serves our respect and who will be sore-
ly missed.

————

HOW TO BECOME A BETTER AND
STRONGER NATION

(Mr. COSTA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to spotlight the statement of Lieuten-
ant General Jay Silveria, the super-
intendent of the United States Air
Force Academy, made after an incident
involving racial slurs.

His speech made three clear points:

First, the appropriate response for
horrible language and horrible ideas is
a better idea.

Second, we currently have the oppor-
tunity to think about our defining val-
ues as Americans and to stand firm on
our values.

Lastly, if you cannot treat someone
with dignity and respect, then you
need to get out.

Lieutenant General Silveria is a role
model. I stand here to share these
words because we in Washington need
to hear and heed them. We must think
about who we are as a nation and we
must stand firm in our values. After
all, we are Americans. Our values have
always defined us.

So we simply cannot accept the
words and actions of those who do not
treat others with dignity and respect.
We must respond to horrible language
and hateful ideas with better ideas and
a strong resolve to rise above hate.
This is how we become a better and a
stronger nation.

———————

DESIGNATING MANUFACTURING
DAY

(Mr. MARSHALL asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support designating the first
Friday in October as Manufacturing
Day.

Across our country, manufacturing
provides over 12 million jobs and con-
tributes over $2 trillion to our econ-
omy. In Kansas, manufacturing ac-
counts for mnearly one-fifth of the
State’s economy and directly employs
over 160,000 people.

The industry has a long and success-
ful history in Kansas, and this Friday,
I plan to help a small manufacturing
company, Superior Boiler Works in
Hutchinson, Kansas, celebrate 100
years of being in business, as part of
our Manufacturing Day tour.

These small businesses have a sub-
stantial impact on local communities
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by providing good-paying jobs in places
like Atwood, Sharon Springs, and
Hutchinson, Kansas.

I look forward to celebrating Na-
tional Manufacturing Day in Kansas
this Friday and ask my colleagues to
support designating the first Friday in

October as National Manufacturing
Day.
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COURAGE TO ACT ON GUN
LEGISLATION

(Mr. QUIGLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, 4 years
ago, 26 small children and teachers
were massacred at Sandy Hook Ele-
mentary, and Congress lacked the
courage to act. Two years ago, the
Emanuel 9 were murdered by a White
supremacist, and Congress did nothing.
Last year, in a hate crime against the
LGBT community, 49 people were
killed in the Pulse nightclub terrorist
attack, and Congress did nothing.

This week, at least 59 people have
been Kkilled and over 500 injured in the
worst mass shooting in modern Amer-
ican history. Will Congress yet again
lack the courage to act?

Will we prioritize thoughts and pray-
ers at the expense of substantive action
that saves lives? Will we hide behind
the “‘it’s too early to talk about gun vi-
olence’ excuse? If so, when is the right
time? A week from now? a month? a
year? or perhaps after the next mass
shooting?

For the over 1,500 mass shooting vic-
tims since Sandy Hook, the right time
to talk about gun violence has trag-
ically come and gone, but we can and
must turn the page today. Let us not
continue dishonoring their memories
because of political pressure and fear
to do what is right.

————

CELEBRATE NATIONAL
MANUFACTURING DAY

(Mr. BILIRAKIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, this
Friday we celebrate National Manufac-
turing Day. The economist, Peter
Navarro, recently said that manufac-
turing is the seed for all other jobs in
the United States. I couldn’t agree
more. Manufacturers are the pioneers,
the innovators, and the people who
bring ideas to life.

With over 20 percent of Florida’s
manufacturers located in the Tampa
Bay area, I am proud of the fact that
there are more than 2,500 manufactur-
ers in and around my district. Their
work couldn’t be more essential to our
community and our country.

It is our job to support manufac-
turing and to create a business envi-
ronment in which they can thrive. This
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means passing meaningful tax reform,
eliminating regulations that stifle the
industry, and encouraging STEM edu-
cation, which is needed for workforce
development.

I look forward to continuing to work
on these important issues as we em-
brace the full potential of what it
means to make it in America: Made in
America.

———

RYAN-McCONNELL REPUBLICAN
TAX PLAN

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, middle
class families should be the focus of tax
relief, not billionaires, not the wealthi-
est Americans. Unfortunately, the
Ryan-McConnell tax plan fails that
basic test.

Independent analysis shows that the
Republican plan would actually raise
taxes on many middle class families,
giving billionaires, the top 1 percent,
the biggest breaks. The nonpartisan
Tax Policy Center says that middle
class families could actually pay an in-
crease of $1,290 a year. Even worse, the
families I represent would be asked to
foot the bill for a big, massive give-
away to the rich.

Under the Republican plan, the
wealthiest families, 5,400 families that
are the superwealthy in this country,
would get a $270 billion break through
the repeal of the estate tax—100 fami-
lies in my home State of Michigan, the
DeVos family, certainly the Trump
family. This is not representative of
the values of the American people.

Just saying that the people at the
top won’t benefit doesn’t make it true.
Read the bill. Look at these analyses.
This is a giveaway to the wealthiest
Americans, and it is wrong.

——

ENCOURAGE SENATE TO VOTE ON
PAIN-CAPABLE UNBORN CHILD
PROTECTION ACT SOON

(Mr. LABRADOR asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. LABRADOR. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of H.R. 36, the Pain-
Capable Unborn Child Protection Act.
This legislation passed the House yes-
terday, and I encourage the Senate to
vote on it soon.

I am strongly pro-life. The Federal
Government’s most important respon-
sibility is protecting human life, in-
cluding the lives of the unborn. Addi-
tionally, we have a moral obligation to
minimize pain and suffering, especially
for the most innocent among us.

The United States is one of only
seven countries that allow abortions
after 20 weeks. At the 20-week mark,
anesthesia is used in fetal surgeries for
patients still in utero. For premature
babies born at this stage, special care
is given to reduce their pain.

H.R. 36 will prohibit abortions after
the 20-week mark precisely because of
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the substantial evidence that unborn
babies at this stage can and do feel
pain.

I am proud to support H.R. 36, and I
am glad it passed the House. I will con-
tinue to do all I can to advance a cul-
ture of life in Idaho and in America.

———

HUMANITARIAN CRISIS IN PUERTO
RICO

(Ms. GABBARD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, right
now, 3.5 million Americans, our fellow
citizens, are facing a humanitarian cri-
sis. In Puerto Rico, the majority of
people still lack basic electricity, clean
drinking water, and medicine, the bare
basic necessities just to stay alive—not
to speak of the basic resources they
need to begin the great task of rebuild-
ing their lives and their communities.

It has been days since the hurricane
passed over Puerto Rico leaving death
and destruction in its wake. The people
of Puerto Rico are literally crying out
for help. There are far too many, espe-
cially those in rural communities, who
still have not been reached by those
bringing aid. As a Representative from
an island State in Hawaii, I can only
imagine their frustration and despera-
tion.

I urge the administration to dedicate
all available resources to helping the
people of Puerto Rico. Work with Con-
gress to pass an emergency aid package
to ensure that those delivering aid
have what they need to help the people
of Puerto Rico and save lives.

—————

VA-CREDENTIALED
HEALTHCARE PROVIDERS TO
PRACTICE TELEMEDICINE
ACROSS STATE LINES

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to commend
the Department of Veterans Affairs for
proposing a rule that will allow VA-
credentialed healthcare providers to
practice telemedicine across State
lines. This is excellent news because
our veterans should receive the best
care possible no matter where they live
or are located.

With advances in technology, we see
new opportunities for veterans to ob-
tain coverage through telemedicine, es-
pecially in some of our most rural
areas.

The VA rule is similar to a bill that
I introduced together with Representa-
tive JULIA BROWNLEY, called the VETS
Act. The existing licensure require-
ments for VA service providers are not
in line with the technology and care
available today.

Outdated regulations prevent individ-
uals who receive care within the VA
system from accessing qualified pro-
viders who utilize telemedicine simply

ALLOWING
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because of the geography and a State
border. That is wrong, and we must
change it.

I urge my colleagues to cosponsor the
VETS Act and work to give our vet-
erans access to the best care possible.
Our servicemen and -women answered
their country’s call. Let’s be there for
them when they return home.

——————

INTRODUCING LEGISLATION TO
BAN BUMP STOCKS TO CONVERT
SEMIAUTOMATIC WEAPONS

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, 58 in-
nocent people were murdered in Las
Vegas. Their killer used 12 bump stocks
to convert his semiautomatic weapons
into the equivalent of a machine gun.

No one should possess one of these
devices, let alone 12 of them, and that
is why I am introducing legislation to
ban them.

But I am mindful, Mr. Speaker, that
we have been here before after New-
town, Aurora, San Bernardino, Or-
lando, and other mass shootings. Each
time, my Republican friends have re-
fused to act.

Now, in the wake of the worst mass
shooting in modern history, our Repub-
lican colleagues are not only refusing
to act, but they are going to make the
problem even worse by pressing pro-
posals that will make the problem
worse, making it easy to carry a con-
cealed weapon, making it easier to buy
a silencer. I mean, this is insane.

I get it. Elections have consequences.
You won last November so you get to
do what you want, but this is wrong.
Let’s come together and do something.
And I promise you, if Congress fails to
respond to the demand for common-
sense gun safety legislation, we will be
held to account by those we serve, and
rightly so. So let’s work together and
do something.

——

PASS TAX CUTS FOR THE
AMERICAN PEOPLE

(Mr. MESSER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, we have
an incredible opportunity to pass tax
cuts for the American people. I appre-
ciate President Trump’s leadership on
this issue as well as the leadership of
Chairman BRADY in working to pass
the President’s tax plan.

While we are working on tax cuts, I
rise today to urge the chairman and
the Ways and Means Committee to also
eliminate tax credits for illegal immi-
grants. Most Hoosiers get it: we can’t
continue to reward people who come to
our country illegally while those who
work hard and play by the rules strug-
gle to get ahead.

I have authored legislation to close
the loophole that allows $7 billion in
refundable child tax credits to be paid
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out to illegal immigrants every year.
This money should be used to increase
the child tax credit for law-abiding
American families. President Trump
included this proposal in his budget re-
quest to Congress, and I believe it
should be included in the President’s
broader tax plan.

——
RISING IN SUPPORT OF FULLY
FUNDING THE CHILDREN’S

HEALTH INSURANCE PROGRAM

(Mrs. LAWRENCE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. LAWRENCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to fully support the funding of
CHIP, the Children’s Health Insurance
Program. CHIP plays a very important
role in providing low-income children
across the country with health insur-
ance.

Without CHIP, over 9 million chil-
dren nationwide, including 90,000 in my
great home in Michigan, will lose ac-
cess to doctor checkups, immuniza-
tions, and basic healthcare.

For the last 2 days, we heard numer-
ous concerns for the unborn children.
We must show that same compassion
toward the low-income children who
are alive and living in our commu-
nities, whose access to critical
healthcare, including CHIP, is a matter
of life or death.

CHIP’s impact is felt in communities
of color, 52 percent of Hispanic and 54
percent of all Black children nation-
wide.

As Members of Congress, we have a
duty to protect our Nation’s children.
We need to extend funding for CHIP
and support the millions of families
who rely on this program. Let’s take
care of our children in America.

——————

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 367

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to remove my
name from H.R. 367.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Oregon?

There was no objection.

———

FOCUS ON BIPARTISAN EFFORTS
TO INVESTIGATE THE CAUSES
OF GUN VIOLENCE IN AMERICA

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, in light
of the tragic and horrific events this
Sunday, I believe our focus should be
on bipartisan efforts to investigate the
causes and lessen the potential for gun
violence in America. That is why I am
calling on Speaker RYAN to name a se-
lect committee to address these issues.

Additionally, I believe the Repub-
lican leadership should formally with-
draw their so-called sportsman’s pack-
age, which has many objectionable pro-
visions.
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